0  King 'tis I who mid*i of the assembly of thy piaise
Do lebeck-like a thousand airs upon one string recite.l

'Tweie meet perfection from thy fostering favour reach my words,
For fiagiant groweth rose water through solar heat and light2

This is the first of the seven stanzas which compose the
Terkib-Bend that Nejati wrote as an elegy on Prince cAbdullah.

From the Elegy on Prince cAbdullah. [95]

O heait, strike off thy name from fellowship's gay muster-roll;

Go, thou thou qalender.3 so anchorites shall thee extol.

O heart, have ruth upon the soul, nor bind it unto earth;

O brother, prison Joseph not within the pit of dole. 4

Look not with greedy eye upon the world, for from his eyes

Who looketh straight upon the sun's fierce face the tear-drops roll.

The body is a worn-out wede, be not deceived thereby,

For in the Eternal Mart that gear will bring but loss to thole.

Reck not of this poor handful dust, 5 for better far than it,

A thousand-fold moie during, the bare stone abideth whole.

To none sufficient of the draught of life to satisfy

His thirst hath e'er been gianted by the sky's inverted bowl. 6

It is no sphere this thing the which thou seest ring on ring, *

This seven-headed fiend is e'en a dragon;8 heed thy soul!

1  As all the notes of the rebeck (rebdb) are produced fiom its one string,
so all Nejati's poems sing of one theme, the praise of the Sultan.

2  In  one  of the ways of making rose-oil the leaves are placed in shallow
earthen pans, filled with rain-water. They are then exposed to the full action
of the  sun,  which  is  sufficient  to extract the oil. Rose-water resulting from
this process is much superior to that obtained by distillation.

3  For the  qalenders  see  vol.  I,  p.  357,  n.   i.  Here the term is used as
equivalent to recluse.

* An allusion to the Biblical and Koranic story of Joseph; here the soul
is pictured as Joseph and the love of earth as the pit into which his brother,
the heart, cast him.

8 i. e. the body.

6 The sky is often compared to an inverted bowl, the horizon representing
the rim.

" 'Ring on ring', i. e. circle within circle, spheie within spheie, see vol. I, p. 43.

fi This 'fiend' is the personified sphere (vol. I, p. 44, n. 3); it is called
seven-headed because of the seven planetary spheres.